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Respiratory Disease 

ÅMost common Health Problem

ï1994 data

ÅTotal Death loss 0.268 %

ÅRespiratory Death loss 0.128 %

ÅDigestive Death loss 0.061 %
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Respiratory Disease

ÅMost Common Health Problem

ï1999 Data

ÅRespiratory Disease 14.4 %

ÅDigestive 1.9 %

ÅLameness 1.9 %
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Respiratory Disease

ÅMost Common Health Problem

ï2001 data

Å57.1 % all deaths

Å1994 ς0.103 % cattle

Å1999 ς0.142 % cattle
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Impact Respiratory Disease

ÅTreatment costs

ÅDeath loss

ÅPerformance loss
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Treatment costs

ÅAverage $4.45 medicine cost

ÅRange $ 0 to $ 37
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Performance Loss

Sick Healthy

Head 218 1080

DeathLoss 5.5 % 0.7%

ADG (lb/day) 2.6 3.1

Cost of Gain $66 $49

Medicine Cost $27 0

Net Return $23 $146
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Performance Loss

Treatments ADG 
(lb/day)

90 DayGain 
(lb)

Difference 
(lb)

0 3.5 308

1 3.1 273 35

2 or more 2.6 242 66
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Cost of Treatment

Treatments Loss

Once $   41

Twice $ 58

Three $ 292
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Manage Respiratory Disease

EnvironmentAgent

Host
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Manage Respiratory Disease

EnvironmentAgent

Host

http://www.iastate.edu/
http://vetmed.iastate.edu/


College of Veterinary Medicine

Identifying Calves

ÅMore important antibiotic choice

ÅIdentify early

ïMinimize lung damage
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Identifying Calves

ÅObserve Daily

ÅEvery calf is observed

ïPrey animal

ÅScoring System

ïAttitude

ïRespiratory
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Scoring System

ÅAttitude Score 0

ïNormal, cattle are bright and alert, hold 
their head up and readily move away from 
the observer
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