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College of Veterinary Medicine

Respiratory Disease 

ÅMost common Health Problem

ï1994 data

ÅTotal Death loss 0.268 %

ÅRespiratory Death loss 0.128 %

ÅDigestive Death loss 0.061 %
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Respiratory Disease

ÅMost Common Health Problem

ï1999 Data

ÅRespiratory Disease 14.4 %

ÅDigestive 1.9 %

ÅLameness 1.9 %
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Respiratory Disease

ÅMost Common Health Problem

ï2001 data

Å57.1 % all deaths

Å1994 ς0.103 % cattle

Å1999 ς0.142 % cattle
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Impact Respiratory Disease

ÅTreatment costs

ÅDeath loss

ÅPerformance loss
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Treatment costs

ÅAverage $4.45 medicine cost

ÅRange $ 0 to $ 37
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Performance Loss

Sick Healthy

Head 218 1080

DeathLoss 5.5 % 0.7%

ADG (lb/day) 2.6 3.1

Cost of Gain $66 $49

Medicine Cost $27 0

Net Return $23 $146
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Performance Loss

Treatments ADG 
(lb/day)

90 DayGain 
(lb)

Difference 
(lb)

0 3.5 308

1 3.1 273 35

2 or more 2.6 242 66
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Cost of Treatment

Treatments Loss

Once $   41

Twice $ 58

Three $ 292
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Manage Respiratory Disease

EnvironmentAgent

Host
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Manage Respiratory Disease

EnvironmentAgent

Host
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Identifying Calves

ÅMore important antibiotic choice

ÅIdentify early

ïMinimize lung damage
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Identifying Calves

ÅObserve Daily

ÅEvery calf is observed

ïPrey animal

ÅScoring System

ïAttitude

ïRespiratory
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Scoring System

ÅAttitude Score 0

ïNormal, cattle are bright and alert, hold 
their head up and readily move away from 
the observer
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Scoring System

ÅAttitude Score 1

ïaƛƭŘ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƛǎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ 
depressed but respond quickly to observer 
and appear normal
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Scoring System
ÅAttitude Score 2

ïModerate depression, cattle stand with 
head down, ears droop, abdomen lack of fill 
and may appear floppy, cattle move away 
slowly from observer
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Scoring System
ÅAttitude Score 3

ïSevere depression, cattle stand with head 
down and very reluctant to move, very 
noticeable gauntness of abdomen
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Scoring System

ÅRespiratory Score 0

ïNormal, eyes clear, nose is clean with no 
discharge, normal breathing
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Scoring System

ÅRespiratory Score 1

ïMild Respiratory, serous discharge from 
eyes and\or nose, slight cough
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Scoring System

ÅRespiratory Score 2

ïModerate Respiratory, mucco-purulent 
discharge, cough, increased respiratory rate
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Scoring System

ÅRespiratory Score 3

ïSevere Respiratory, excessive mucco-
purulent discharge, harsh cough, open 
mouth breathing
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Scoring System

ÅAttitude Scores most sensitive

ïUsually score 2

ïHigh morbidity pull score 1

ÅTemperature

ï104°F
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Antibiotic Treatment

Å!ƴǘƛōƛƻǘƛŎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎǳǊŜ ŎŀƭǾŜǎ

ÅAntibiotics keep calves alive long enough 
for the immune system to work

ÅTreatment failure is usually not a failure 
of the drug but a failure of management 
or immunity
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Antibiotic Treatment

ÅConsistent

ïEvaluation

ïwŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ

ïLittle correlation antibiotic sensitivity and 
clinical response

ï/ŀƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƴǘƛōƛƻǘƛŎ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ 
perform miracle 
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Respiratory Therapy

ÅEarly Identification Critical 

ÅLung Damage

ïBacteria minimal 

damage

ïInflammatory 

response
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Records

Åά/ŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ aŜŀǎǳǊŜέ

ÅRecord System

ïEasy to collect

ïEasy to use

ïMeaningful

ÅUnless information assist management 
decisions it has little value
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Records

ÅNumber of cattle in pen

ÅArrival date

ÅIn-weight

ÅProcessing 
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Records

ÅIdentification of animal, pen or lot

ÅDate

ÅReason pulled

ÅTemperature

ÅTherapy used
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Diagnosis

ÅPen observations

ÅTemperature

ÅNecropsy

ÅDiagnostics
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