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AGRI CULTURE

ISt agrculture: or agr culture

he challenges of the feed System are
poeth technical and secial in ergin

ihe technicall selution can; not: he
adeguately applied until there is
CONSensus oni the soclal Issues.




Agriculture vs. Culture

Old paradigm

Agrculture andfrural lifewere: clesely.
Integrated.  Viost peeple whoilivead:in: el
AMmEerica Were asseciated With farming or
agrictiture. Bound tegether By cominmon
experences, similar values anadl beliefs;
shared culturie; tnderstanding and
appreciation for raising crops and livestock




Agriculture vs. Culture

New:Paradigm

Fhe majerty eff peeple livingl inl rural Amerca
A0 IGNGEN are dependent Upon famming for a
Iving. ey Iive 1 rural Amenca fier a variety,
Off reasons, but net because: they. farm noer
Want te faiim. Reasons for Iving in: the
COUNtRY...0PENI SPAces, Privacy, Ut doers
experiences, quality of lite. Guests; off the
country.




Earming Was

SYReRYMOUS Wit
iualicultures and
farming generally
Included livestock




g\“ al Cy Itlll*e bgfiCUIture

N farm Fanm dependent
communIties communities




Wiy cattie are iImportant te seciety?

Seuree of meat

Seurce of milk

Leather and other products
Impertance: off manure as sell additive

Uilization: ofi forages; that can not he digested: By,
AUMans

= [Hence: there Is;a significant conservation benefit of
grrass and ferage preduction onl firagile seils

Community’ lmpacts
= ENMPLOYMENT:




Source: Lasley, Hogberg, Helser and Larson in Grassland: Quietness and Strength for a New American
Agriculture, 2008
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Erosion Rates on Cropland by Major River Basin by Year = -
(Tons per Acre per Year)
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Average Annual Scoil Erosion by Wind and Water

on Cropland and CRP Land, 1992




In lowa...

Water guality:

200+ Impaiked water
9OEIES

Sediment Is significant

Impairment .
P Average soil loss due to

water erosion for cropland in
lowa is about 5 tons per acre.

Source: EPA




Climate change experts predict that weather patterns
will lbecome moere erratic, iIncluding more rain events
andl mere fleoding that suggests more land protection
measures will'be needed; Inecluding; nore perennials
and grasses

36% of the U.S: pepulation Iives within 65 miles of a sea
coastiinen 1994,

2.75 billion peeple live in coastall threat aneas; glebal
Warming, sea level rise and urhcanes

(Center for Climate Systems Researnch of therEarthy Institute at Columbia:

University)




VWhe sheuld ve encolraged torexpanc?

Local farmers
HEQgS
Cattle
Poultry

Nonfarm Imvestors
HogSs
Cattle
Poultry

Yes

37
49
30

1998 lowa EFarm and Rural Life Poll




Opinions about livestock Not

Agree Sure Disagree

I people choose to live

N the counitry then they,
sheuld accept: the presence
of livestock

I don‘t care whether my.
nelghbor raises livestock, as
long| as this deesn’t affect
my guality: of life

1998 lowa EFarm and Rural Life Poll




Increasingly, livestock odors
and neise are major prollems
threughoeuit the state

Most livestock producers
de a good Jeb of controelling

eders and neIses frem their
livestock eperation

INot
Sure Disagree

1998/ lowa Farm and Rural Life Poll




WillFexpansion: eff the lIVestock: provide: more: |ehs
for logezll e ee?

2796 Yes
2996 Not sure
44946 NG

1998 lowa EFarm and Rural Life Poll




Figure 5
Total Meat Consumption

Pounds per capita, annual average!
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1Boneless, trimmed weight. Includes organ meats.
Source: USDA's Economic Research Service.




Figure 6
Beef, Pork, and Chicken Consumption

Pounds per capita’
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'Boneless, timmed weight. Excludes beef and pork organ meats.
Source: USDA's EConomic Research Service.




Increased Societal Expectations for Agriculture

Source of:
a Food} fuel, feedi filer

Glehal competition reguires keeping

PredUCHIGN: COSTS IOW.

Demenstrate; envirenmental stewardship
Create local jelhs and

ASsist In rurral adevelepment




Emergence of New: Feod System

Mere attention te: place off ergin
n \Where thelr foed comes frem

Recennecting preducers; and censumers
x Food withia fiace, CSAS, famnmers markets

» Locall fieed system

x Green movement

Understanding the moder eoad
pPreduction; and processing system

= Knowledge IS power:




Even though the structure has changed the
primany funRction off agriculture has noet changed

Preduce; ieed

Produce fieed fior animals
Breduce; fiuel

ProdUuce: filker

hese functions, are accemplished hy:
GROWING PLANTS and RAISING LIVESTOCK










