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* Review concerns and potential
positives assoclated with rented land @

* Present data from Ag Census and
-~ lowa Farm and Rural Life Poll:
- Background on rented land in lowa b
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= ; P Present data from study conducted for NRCS
g8 Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) with CDI and
Agren, Inc.

= This presentation

Basic information on non-operator landowners: who are
they?
Compare characteristics by landowner type, CRP enrollment

Discuss how attitudes toward a conservation certification
program might relate to managed grazing
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Why worry about 1andownersh1p

n
. and tenure? 3

Environmental and social implications

— Environmental stewardship of rental land a concern

« ‘“Absentee’ landowners viewed as less concerned and involved
in soil and water conservation

» Decision-making authority regarding landscape alteration
generally landowner’s: Conservation sufficient?

Ownership is control, access to farmland critical to
success in farming
Access to sufficient land can determine profit or loss

Smaller-scale, less established farmers more vulnerable

Concern about “absentee” land in CRP
Rented land cr1t1ca1 to begmmng farmers r1s1< and opportumty
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Percent of farmland rented, by county: 2007
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Change in percentage of rented land, 1987-2007

|| Decline
| Stable
I Increase

Lyon Osceola Emmet inneba
g
-0.6% 1.1% 6.1% +0.7%
Allamakee
Kossuth 1.2%
O’Brien -4.2% Cerro
+0.2% Gordo
+0.5%
Clayton
Plymouth Buena Humboldt Bremer 1.7%
+0.3% Vista °°‘:“6?,/"t“ +0.6% -0.2%
+0.1% e
Black Dubuque
Calhoun ng;}er Hardin | Grundy 1"’;2 1.2%
-3.8% -6 3% | +0.2% b
Jackson
T T— -0.6%
enton
Carroll Greene Story Marshall _1a r:;r:/ao -0.4%
-1.1% -0.8% -2.6% -1.8% ’
~ \
Guthrie Jasper A\reshiek lowa
-3.8% +0.8% I -5.8% -5.2%
Muscatine
+0.9
Pottawattamie Cass Adair | Madison | Warren | Marion ahaska | Keokuk Washingto
0.7% 47% | 11% | +0.6% | -3.3% -7.8% 14.2% | -5.6% 67% \Louisa
-2.7%
Mills  Montgome ms Union Clarke Lucas Mon Wapello | Jefferson
54% | -1.48 -05% | -05% | -10.5% 1% +0.4% N\ -5-5% 7% | Henryf| Des
. 4 -10.5% -11% E /0 -71.2%y | Moines
-2.8%
Fremont Taylor |Ringgold | pecatur | Wayne [Appanoose] Van Bl:“’“
2.6% 5.7% | 153% | -187% | -13% | -10.4% D‘z-‘”" Aee
_ -0.5%
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Percent of County Enrolled in CRP
As of April 2007

Lyon Osceola | Dickinson | Emmet I\Ninnebago Worth Mitchell | Howard 9
5 o 2o ih e sk i e e % of County Enrolled
Kossuth < 3%
Sioux OBrien | Clay |PaloAlto | 26 | Hancock gf,'r'd% Floyd | Chickasaw S
1.4 1.2 26 37 3.2 26 55 42 > 10%
Fayette
6.4
Plymouth  |Cherokee [ Buena |Poconontas| HUMDRIAt | wyright | Frankin | Butler | “59
2.6 g | o 2.2 : 43 2.8 44 g
2.0
L g':‘:: Buchanan| Delaware | Dubuque
Woodbury ] Ida ] sac | Camoun | B0 Hamion T Hardin ] G1undY ["3r | ™
49 33 21 4.5 3.0 3.0 2.6 i -

Monona Crawford Camroll | Greene | Boone Story Marshall 6.3
24 2.5 3.0 25 2.8 1.9 33

'Hams.on Shelby |Audubon| Guthrie Dallas Polk Jasper
3.7 25 -l 7.7 8.5 2.8 13 3.8

1

Pottawattamie
1.8 : 6.6

Mills
2.3
Fremont
34

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture — Farm Service Agency

Prepared by Gerald A. Miller, Professor of Agronomy
Department of Agronomy, lowa State University, Ames, lowa 50011
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Estimated land rents paid, 2009

Worth Howard
inneshiek Allamakee
Clayton
Dubuque
Jackson
Guthrie Poweshiek| lowa
Muscatine

Adair Madison | Warren Marion | Mahaska { Keokuk Washingto

Louisa
Mills Montgomery Adams Union Clarke Lucas Monroe | Wapello |Jefferson Henry | Des
Moines,
Page Taylor | Ringgold | Decatur | Wayne [Appanoos¢ Davis (Van Buren
Lee
|| $1,791,115.25 - $5,000,000.00 | $5,000,000.01 - $10,000,000.00

[ ] $10,000,000.01 - $20,000,000.00 [ $20,000,000.01 - $30,000,000.00 [ $30,000,000.01 - $65,000.000.00
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Estimated land rents flowing to other states, 2009

Mitchell | Howard

Winneshiek Allamakee

Floyd

Delaware | Dubuque

Polk Johnson

Dallas

Warren Marion | Mahaska | Keokuk Washingto

Madison
Louisa

Mills Montgomery Adams Union Clarke Lucas Monroe | Wapello |Jefferson Henry
@Ee Taylor | Ringgold | Decatur | Wayne [Appanoose Davis (Van Buren
|| $376,134.00 - $1,000,000.00 | $1,000,000.01 - $4,000,000.00

[ $4,000,000.01 - $6,000,000.00

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

[ $6,000,000.01 - $8,000,000.00 [ $8,000,000.01 - $13,500.000.00
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Dependence on rented land by age group,
primary occupation farmers

100%
89%
80% - 78%
69 D/ 0 7 D/D

60% 56%

40% 33%
20% I

0%

Under 25 25to34 35to44 45to54 55to64 65+

Source: 2007 Census of Agriculture
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Percent full tenants by age group,
primary occupation farmers
70%
60%

60% -
50% -
40%
30%

31%
0 0
20% 16% 13% 10
10% . . : 7%
0% - -
Under25 25to34 35to44 45to54 55to 64

Source: 2007 Census of Agriculture
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Survey with CDI and Agren: Who are non-operator landowners?

Study sites: Surveyed all non-operator landowners in two areas

Watersheds Date: 3/2312010
Field Office: CARROLL SERVICE CENTER |
Agency: Natural Resources Conservation Service

District: CARROLL SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Assisted By: Clinton A Miller
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Where do they live in relation to the land?

44%

40%

35%

30%
23%

25% 19%

e

)

On the land 25 to 149mi 150mi or more
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What is their connection to the land? /=

K N z
'y 175 1z

Former farmer Spouse former Inheritor Investor family Investor
ties
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How are connection to and distance from the land related?

80%

10%

67%

60%

50%

B On the land
O <25mi
025 to 149mi

0O 150mi or more

(.H e
ol (A

Former farmer Spouse former Inheritor Investor family ties Investor
farmer
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Do non-operator landowners w1th CRP d_1ffer'P .
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Personal characteristics

Land/land use characteristics
- « Level of involvement in land management

. Decision-making factors: production and conservation
* Interest in types of management information

"/ + Interest in a Master Farmland Conservationist program

i ' Would NOL CRP participants be interested in managed
By grazmg’P
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Personal characteristics

CRP | No CRP

% Retired?

Gender (percent male)

| College education?

o ¢ Used to farm?

69% 667

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
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Land/land use
characterlsucs

Acres owned

Acres rented

Percent with row crops
Percent w/ grazing and/or hay 34% 26%
Acres in grazing and/or hay 103 42

o Percent crop share lease
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50%

: Living distance from land

45%

40%

35%

30%

25%
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45%

44%

B CRP
B No CRP




nt: Frequency of visitation
ndowners who live off land)

50%

45%

40%

35%35%

35%

30%

B CRP
ENo CRP

12%12%

Monthly Several Once a year Less
times/yr
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Involv!“ it: Number of times communicated

with tenant, previous year

20

18

16

14

12

B CRP
@ No CRP

Communication farming practices Communication conservation
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Involve‘M. Watershed management activities

(five-point scale)

4.0

Involved in watershed activities Willing to be more involved
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Land management decision making: Degree of influence
(five-point scale, no influence to very high influence)

4.0

3.8 3.8

B CRP
ENo CRP

Recreational Aesthetic
considerations considerations considerations

Need for income Enviro concern
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Interest in fe!eiving information and technical assistance

(four-point scale, not at all to very interested)

3.0

B CRP
ONo CRP

Cropland Pasture- Livestock Conservation Soilfertility Soilerosion Water qual Wildlife  Overall enviro
mgmt hayland mgmt mgmt tillage impvt entrl impvt habitat impwt assess

—
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Thinking 'am. he environmental movement, do

you consider yourself to be...

50%

47%

45%

40%

35%

30%

B CRP
ENo CRP

Unsympathetic Neutral Sympathetic, not Active participant
active
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enditure on rented farmland

35% 33%

-

$100k+

< $5k $5-15k  $15-25k $25-50k $50-100k
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. Master Farmland Conservationist Program?

. Preface in survey:

Several groups in Iowa are thinking about developing a voluntary program to certify

farm operators as “Master Farmland Conservationists.” To become a Master Farmland &
Conservationist, a farm operator would complete approximately 40 hours of s
coursework and instruction on conservation-related topics including:

identifying farmland conservation needs,

understanding state, federal, and other conservation agencies, programs, and
resources available to support conservation,

planning and implementation of conservation practices,
communicating conservation needs to landowners, and
marketing conservation skills to landowners.

~+ Operators would be required to complete 3 to 6 hours of continuing education each
| year to maintain their Master Farmland Conservationist designation. Farm operators
would be able to market their Master Farmland Conservationist certification as an
asset that would assure landowners that they would care for their land. Please answer
the following questions regarding the proposed program.

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
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aster Farmland Conservat1omst Program"’
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Three main questions: Yes, Maybe, No, Don’t Know response categories
. Would you be in favor of a Master Farmland Conservationist

. Would you rent to a certified Master Farmland Conservationist over =

program that “certifies” farm operators’ ability to apply soil and
water conservation?

someone who was not certified, if rent did not change?

If a Master Farmland Conservationist program were developed, et
would you want your renter to become a certified Master Farmland §2

Conservationist?

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
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B CRP '
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In favor of MFC Would prefer MFC Would want tenant
program tenant certified
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Some conclusions

Rented land is a large proportion of
farmland, even in south

Rented land critical, especially for young
farmers

500,000+ acres CRP expiring next 5 years

How to make managed grazing an option
that is considered?
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« CRP participants may be more open to
managed grazing

— More engaged
— More conservation-minded

* Need to know there are options other than
the plow

e Caveat: $7 corn
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Awareness building: landownership
entails responsibility in addition to rights;
stewardship of land and contribution to
community where land is located

Facilitating mechanisms: Certification of
operators to build trust?

— with both landowners and agencies and
organizations
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