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Objectives

ÅReview concerns and potential 

positives associated with rented land

ÅPresent data from Ag Census and 

Iowa Farm and Rural Life Poll: 

Background on rented land in Iowa



Objectives

Present data from study conducted for NRCS 

Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) with CDI and 

Agren , Inc.

This presentation

Á Basic information on non -operator landowners: who are 

they?

Á Compare characteristics by landowner type, CRP enrollment

Á Discuss how attitudes toward a conservation certification 

program might relate to managed grazing



Why worry about landownership 

and tenure?
Environmental and social implications

ðEnvironmental stewardship of rental land a concern

ÅòAbsenteeó landowners viewed as less concerned and involved 

in soil and water conservation

ÅDecision -making authority regarding landscape alteration 

generally landownerõs: Conservation sufficient? 

ðOwnership is control, access to farmland critical to 

success in farming

ÅAccess to sufficient land can determine profit or loss

ÅSmaller -scale, less established farmers more vulnerable

ÅConcern about òabsenteeó land in CRP

ÅRented land critical to beginning farmers: risk and opportunity



Percent of farmland rented, by county: 2007

Source: 2007 Census of Agriculture
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Change in percentage of rented land, 1987-2007

Source: 1987 and 2007 Census of Agriculture
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